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EDITORIAL

I think writing and publishing works of art is one of the
most enjoyable activities in the world.  I have enjoyed
illustrating and presenting works of art and artists.  After
about 19 years of experience in painting in different styles,
I decided to publish MOLAYEM ART to introduce artists
around the world in several different sections.  On our
website, apart from the four sections that we will have in
the magazine, we have one more section called art brain,
in this section we introduce people who have made the
world a better place to live with their brain art. This
magazine is called MOLAYEM ART and we are proud of
it.  that we introduce MOLAYEM ART to the world.
 The goal of me and my entire team will be to introduce
different styles of art, as well as to introduce prominent
artists as well as young artists around the world.
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Mario Schifano

Often called 'Italy's Andy Warhol,'
Mario Schifano was born in 1934 in
Libya—then an Italian colony—
and moved with his family to Rome
in the years after the Second World
War. Though never formally
trained as an artist, by 1960
Schifano had begun to create the
works that established his
reputation—the series known as
'Monocromi', in which each canvas
consisted of an energetic field of a
single colour. Benefitting from the
economic aid of the Marshall Plan,
Rome in the early 1960s had
become a fast-living city of
conspicuous consumption,
entering the age of la dolce vita.

Schifano joined the group of
artists known as the Piazza del
Popolo school, who responded to
the changing streets around
them, and especially to the
abundance of advertising
posters. Schifano's canvases
adapting and reworking the
corporate logos of Coca-Cola
and Esso are among the most
famous works of all Italian Pop
art.

Italian painter

Summary Date of born September 20, 1934
Date of died January 26, 1998



Schifano cultivated a rock star
persona, even starting his own
short-lived band. At the centre of a
group of glamorous friends and
acquaintances that included the
painter Cy Twombly, the French
filmmaker Jean-Luc Godard, and
various rockers, Schifano threw
infamous parties at his lavish
Roman apartment, drove around
the city in a Rolls Royce, and had
countless girlfriends, including
model-cum-actress Anita
Pallenberg and singer-songwriter
Marianne Faithfull, who left Mick
Jagger for the Italian artist. Jagger
and his fellow Rolling Stones
member Keith Richards appeared in
a film Schifano directed, Umano
non Umano (1968), and the artist
inspired the band's song Monkey
Man, on the album Let It Bleed.

Mario Schifano, 1998,
Italy In the mid-1960s, Schifano

moved for a period to New York,
where he shared an apartment
with the poet Frank O'Hara and
kept company with Andy Warhol
and Jasper Johns. In 1963,
Schifano was one of the few
Europeans to show alongside
Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein in
The New Realists, the landmark
Pop art exhibition at Sidney Janis
Gallery. Schifano died in Rome in
1998, after decades struggling
with depression and substance
abuse, leaving an eclectic and
highly compelling body of work.



The last period of production is
particularly marked by the media
and multimedia, interrupted only by
some more purely pictorial cycles.
On 27 March 1997 the artist, who in
the 1980s had been convicted of
drug possession, obtained
complete judicial reinstatement
from the Criminal Court of Appeal
of Rome because "the drug was for
personal use only". He died at the
age of 63, while he was in the
resuscitation center of the Santo
Spirito hospital in Rome, due to a
heart attack 

The nineties

https://it.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/1997


Some of his paintings
Mario Schifano
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Vincent van Gogh, in full Vincent
Willem van Gogh, (born March 30,
1853, Zundert, Netherlands—died July
29, 1890, Auvers-sur-Oise, near Paris,
France), Dutch painter, generally
considered the greatest after
Rembrandt van Rijn, and one of the
greatest of the Post-Impressionists.
The striking colour, emphatic
brushwork, and contoured forms of
his work powerfully influenced the
current of Expressionism in modern
art. Van Gogh’s art became
astoundingly popular after his death,
especially in the late 20th century,
when his work sold for record-
breaking sums at auctions around the
world and was featured in blockbuster
touring exhibitions. In part because of
his extensive published letters, van
Gogh has also been mythologized in
the popular imagination as the
quintessential tortured artist.

Vincent van Gogh
Dutch artist

Date of born March 30, 1853
Date of died July 29, 1890

Summary

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rembrandt-van-Rijn
https://www.britannica.com/art/Post-Impressionism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contoured
https://www.britannica.com/art/Expressionism


Van Gogh, the eldest of six
children of a Protestant pastor,
was born and reared in a small
village in the Brabant region of the
southern Netherlands. He was a
quiet, self-contained youth,
spending his free time wandering
the countryside to observe nature.
At 16 he was apprenticed to The
Hague branch of the art dealers
Goupil and Co., of which his uncle
was a partner.
Van Gogh worked for Goupil in
London from 1873 to May 1875
and in Paris from that date until
April 1876. Daily contact with
works of art aroused his artistic
sensibility, and he soon formed a
taste for Rembrandt, Frans Hals,
and other Dutch masters,
although his preference was for
two contemporary French
painters, Jean-François Millet and
Camille Corot, whose influence
was to last throughout his life. Van
Gogh disliked art dealing.
Moreover, his approach to life
darkened when his love was
rejected by a London girl in 1874. 

Early life
 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Protestantism
https://www.britannica.com/place/Brabant
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/youth
https://www.britannica.com/place/The-Hague
https://www.britannica.com/place/London
https://www.britannica.com/place/Paris
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rembrandt-van-Rijn
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Frans-Hals
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jean-Francois-Millet-French-painter-1814-1875
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Camille-Corot


His burning desire for human
affection thwarted, he became
increasingly solitary. He worked
as a language teacher and lay
preacher in England and, in 1877,
worked for a bookseller in
Dordrecht, Netherlands. Impelled
by a longing to serve humanity,
he envisaged entering the
ministry and took up theology;
however, he abandoned this
project in 1878 for short-term
training as an evangelist in
Brussels. A conflict with authority
ensued when he disputed the
orthodox doctrinal approach.
Failing to get an appointment
after three months, he left to do
missionary work among the
impoverished population of the
Borinage, a coal-mining region in
southwestern Belgium. There, in
the winter of 1879–80, he
experienced the first great
spiritual crisis of his life. Living
among the poor, he gave away all
his worldly goods in an
impassioned moment; he was
thereupon dismissed by church
authorities for a too-literal
interpretation of Christian
teaching.

https://www.britannica.com/place/Dordrecht
https://www.britannica.com/place/Netherlands
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/envisaged
https://www.britannica.com/place/Brussels
https://www.britannica.com/place/Borinage-region-Belgium


The productive decade of
Vincent van Gogh

His artistic career was
extremely short, lasting
only the 10 years from
1880 to 1890. During
the first four years of
this period, while
acquiringtechnical
proficiency, he
confined himself
almost entirely to
drawings and
watercolours. First, he
went to study drawing
at the Brussels
Academy; in 1881 he
moved to his father’s
parsonage at Etten,
Netherlands, and
began to work from
nature.

https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/acquiring
https://www.britannica.com/art/drawing-art
https://www.britannica.com/place/Netherlands


Van Gogh worked hard and
methodically but soon perceived
the difficulty of self-training and
the need to seek the guidance of
more experienced artists. Late in
1881 he settled at The Hague to
work with a Dutch landscape
painter, Anton Mauve. He visited
museums and met with other
painters. Van Gogh thus extended
his technical knowledge and
experimented with oil paint in the
summer of 1882. In 1883 the urge to
be “alone with nature” and with
peasants took him to Drenthe, an
isolated part of the northern
Netherlands frequented by Mauve
and other Dutch artists, where he
spent three months before
returning home, which was then at
Nuenen, another village in the
Brabant. He remained at Nuenen
during most of 1884 and 1885, and
during these years his art grew
bolder and more assured. 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Anton-Mauve
https://www.britannica.com/place/Drenthe


He painted three types of
subjects—still life, landscape,
and figure—all interrelated by
their reference to the daily life
of peasants, to the hardships
they endured, and to the
countryside they cultivated.
Émile Zola’s Germinal (1885), a
novel about the coal-mining
region of France, greatly
impressed van Gogh, and
sociological criticism is implicit
in many of his pictures from
this period—e.g., Weavers and
The Potato Eaters. Eventually,
however, he felt too isolated in
Nuenen.

https://www.britannica.com/art/still-life-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/landscape-painting
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cultivated
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Emile-Zola
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Germinal-by-Zola
https://www.britannica.com/place/France
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/criticism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/implicit
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Potato-Eaters


His understanding of the
possibilities of painting was
evolving rapidly; from studying
Hals he learned to portray the
freshness of a visual impression,
while the works of Paolo
Veronese and Eugène Delacroix
taught him that colour can
express something by itself. This
led to his enthusiasm for Peter
Paul Rubens and inspired his
sudden departure for Antwerp,
Belgium, where the greatest
number of Rubens’s works
could be seen. The revelation of
Rubens’s mode of direct
notation and of his ability to
express a mood by a
combination of colours proved
decisive in the development of
van Gogh’s style. 

https://www.britannica.com/art/painting
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paolo-Veronese
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Eugene-Delacroix
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Peter-Paul-Rubens
https://www.britannica.com/place/Antwerp-Belgium
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/revelation


Simultaneously, van Gogh
discovered Japanese prints and
Impressionistpainting. All these
sources influenced him more than
the academic principles taught at
the Antwerp Academy, where he
was enrolled. His refusal to follow
the academy’s dictates led to
disputes, and after three months
he left precipitately in 1886 to join
Theo in Paris. There, still
concerned with improving his
drawing, van Gogh met Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec, Paul Gauguin,
and others who were to play
historic roles in modern art. They
opened his eyes to the latest
developments in French painting.
At the same time, Theo introduced
him to Camille Pissarro, Georges
Seurat, and other artists of the
Impressionist group.

https://www.britannica.com/art/Impressionism-art
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Theo-van-Gogh-Dutch-art-dealer
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henri-de-Toulouse-Lautrec
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Gauguin
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Camille-Pissarro
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Georges-Seurat


By this time van Gogh was ready
for such lessons, and the changes
that his painting underwent in Paris
between the spring of 1886 and
February 1888 led to the creation of
his personal idiom and style of
brushwork. His palette at last
became colourful, his vision less
traditional, and his tonalities lighter,
as may be seen in his first paintings
of Montmartre. By the summer of
1887 he was painting in pure colours
and using broken brushwork that is
at times pointillistic. Finally, by the
beginning of 1888, van Gogh’s Post-
Impressionist style had crystallized,
resulting in such masterpieces as
Portrait of Père Tanguy and Self-
Portrait in Front of the Easel, as well
as in some landscapes of the
Parisian suburbs.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/idiom
https://www.britannica.com/art/pointillism
https://www.britannica.com/art/Post-Impressionism
https://www.britannica.com/art/self-portrait


After two years van Gogh
was tired of city life, physically
exhausted, and longing “to
look at nature under a
brighter sky.” His passion was
now for “a full effect of
colour.” He left Paris in
February 1888 for Arles, in
southeastern France. 
The pictures he created over
the following 12 months—
depicting blossoming fruit
trees, views of the town and
surroundings, self-portraits,
portraits of Roulin the
postman and other friends,
interiors and exteriors of the
house, sunflowers, and
landscapes—marked his first
great period. In these works
he strove to respect the
external, visual aspect of a
figure or landscape but found
himself unable to suppress his
own feelings about the
subject, which found
expression in emphatic
contours and heightened
effects of colour. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contours


Once hesitant to diverge
from the traditional
techniques of painting he
worked so hard to
master, he now gave free
rein to his individuality
and began squeezing his
tubes of oil paint directly
on the canvas. Van
Gogh’s style was
spontaneous and
instinctive, 

for he worked with great speed
and intensity, determined to
capture an effect or a mood
while it possessed him. “When
anyone says that such and such
[painting] is done too quickly,”
he told his brother, “you can
reply that they have looked at it
too fast.”



Van Gogh knew that his
approach to painting was
individualistic, but he also
knew that some tasks are
beyond the power of isolated
individuals to accomplish. In
Paris he had hoped to form a
separate Impressionist group
with Gauguin, Toulouse-
Lautrec, and others whom he
believed had similar aims. He
rented and decorated a house
in Arles with the intention of
persuading them to join him
and found a working
community called 

“The Studio of the South.”
Gauguin arrived in October
1888, and for two months van
Gogh and Gauguin worked
together; but, while each
influenced the other to some
extent, their relations rapidly
deteriorated because they had
opposing ideas and were
temperamentally
incompatible.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Gauguin
https://www.britannica.com/place/Arles
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/community


Disaster struck on Christmas
Eve, 1888. Physically and
emotionally exhausted, van
Gogh snapped under the
strain. He argued with Gauguin
and, reportedly, chased him
with a razor and cut off the
lower half of his own left ear. A
sensational news story
reported that a deranged van
Gogh then visited a brothel
near his home and delivered
the bloody body part to a
woman named Rachel, telling
her, “Guard this object
carefully.” The 21st-century art
historians Hans Kaufmann and
Rita Wildegans, however,
examined contemporary
police records and the artists’
correspondence and
concluded, in Van Gogh’s Ohr: 

Paul Gaugin und der Pakt des
Schweigens (2008; “Van
Gogh’s Ear: Paul Gauguin and
the Pact of Silence”), that it was
actually Gauguin who
mutilated van Gogh’s ear and
that he did so with a sword.
Whatever transpired, van
Gogh took responsibility and
was hospitalized; Gauguin left
for Paris.

https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/deranged


Van Gogh returned home a
fortnight later and resumed
painting, producing a mirror-
image Self-Portrait with
Bandaged Ear and Pipe, several
still lifes, and La Berceuse
(Woman Rocking a Cradle;
Augustine-Alix Pellicot Roulin,
1851–1930). Several weeks later,
he again showed symptoms of
mental disturbance severe
enough to cause him to be sent
back to the hospital. At the end of
April 1889, fearful of losing his
renewed capacity for work, which
he regarded as a guarantee of his
sanity, he asked to be temporarily
shut up in the asylum at Saint-
Rémy-de-Provence in order to be
under medical supervision.

https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/symptoms


Van Gogh stayed there for 12
months, haunted by recurrent
attacks, alternating between
moods of calm and despair, and
working intermittently: The Starry
Night, Garden of the Asylum,
Cypresses, Olive Trees, Les Alpilles,
portraits of doctors, and
interpretations of paintings by
Rembrandt, Delacroix, and Millet
date from this period. The keynote
of this phase (1889–90) is fear of
losing touch with reality, as well as
a certain sadness. Confined for
long periods to his cell or the
asylum garden, having no choice
of subjects, and realizing that his
inspiration depended on direct
observation, van Gogh fought
against having to work from
memory. At Saint-Rémy he muted 

the vivid, sun-drenched colours
of the previous summer and
tried to make his painting more
calm. As he repressed his
excitement, however, he
involved himself more
imaginatively in the drama of
the elements, developing a style
based on dynamicforms and a
vigorous use of line (he often
equated line with colour). The
best of his Saint-Rémy pictures
are thus bolder and more
visionary than those of Arles.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Starry-Night
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/dynamic


Van Gogh himself brought this
period to an end. Oppressed by
homesickness—he painted
souvenirs of Holland—and
loneliness, he longed to see Theo
and the north once more and
arrived in Paris in May 1890. Four
days later he went to stay with a
homeopathic doctor-artist, Paul-
Ferdinand Gachet, a friend of
Pissarro and Paul Cézanne, at
Auvers-sur-Oise. Back in a
village community such as he
had not known since Nuenen,
four years earlier, van Gogh
worked at first enthusiastically;
his choice of subjects such as
fields of corn, the river valley,
peasants’ cottages, 

the church, and the town hall reflects
his spiritual relief. A modification of
his style followed: the natural forms
in his paintings became less
contorted, and in the northern light
he adopted cooler, fresh tonalities.
His brushwork became broader and
more expressive and his vision of
nature more lyrical. Everything in
these pictures seems to be moving,
living. This phase was short,
however, and ended in quarrels with
Gachet and feelings of guilt at his
financial dependence on Theo (now
married and with a son) and his
inability to succeed.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Cezanne
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/quarrels


In despair of ever being able to
overcome his loneliness or be
cured, van Gogh shot himself.
He did not die immediately.
When found wounded in his
bed, he allegedly said, “I shot
myself.…I only hope I haven’t
botched it.” That evening,
when interrogated by the
police, van Gogh refused to
answer questions, saying,
“What I have done is nobody
else’s business. I am free to do
what I like with my own body.”
Van Gogh died two days later.
Theo, his own health broken,
died six months later (January
25, 1891). In 1914 Theo’s
remains were moved to his
brother’s grave site, in a little
cemetery in Auvers, where
today the two brothers lie side
by side, with identical
tombstones.



Leonardo da Vinci

(Italian: “Leonardo from
Vinci”) (born April 15, 1452,
Anchiano, near Vinci,
Republic of Florence [Italy]—
died May 2, 1519, Cloux [now
Clos-Lucé], France), Italian
painter, draftsman, sculptor,
architect, and engineer
whose skill and intelligence,
perhaps more than that of
any other figure, epitomized
the Renaissance humanist
ideal. His Last Supper (1495–
98) and Mona Lisa (c. 1503–
19) are among the most
widely popular and
influential paintings of the
Renaissance. His notebooks
reveal a spirit of scientific
inquiry and a mechanical
inventiveness that were
centuries ahead of their time.

Italian polymath

Date of born 15 April 1452
Date of died 2 May 1519

Summary

https://www.britannica.com/art/Renaissance-art
https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Last-Supper-fresco-by-Leonardo-da-Vinci
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mona-Lisa-painting


The unique fame that Leonardo
enjoyed in his lifetime and that, filtered
by historical criticism, has remained
undimmed to the present day rests
largely on his unlimited desire for
knowledge, which guided all his
thinking and behaviour. An artist by
disposition and endowment, he
considered his eyes to be his main
avenue to knowledge; to Leonardo,
sight was man’s highest sense
because it alone conveyed the facts of
experience immediately, correctly,
and with certainty. Hence, every
phenomenon perceived became an
object of knowledge, and saper
vedere (“knowing how to see”) became
the great theme of his studies. He
applied his creativity to every realm in
which graphic representation is used:
he was a painter, sculptor, architect,
and engineer. But he went even
beyond that. He used his superb
intellect, unusual powers of
observation, and mastery of the art of
drawing to study nature itself, a line of
inquiry that allowed his dual pursuits
of art and science to flourish.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/criticism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/disposition
https://www.britannica.com/art/drawing-art
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/inquiry
https://www.britannica.com/science/science


Life and works
 

Early period: Florence
Leonardo’s parents were
unmarried at the time of his
birth. His father, Ser Piero, was a
Florentine notary and landlord,
and his mother, Caterina, was a
young peasant woman who
shortly thereafter married an
artisan. Leonardo grew up on
his father’s family’s estate,
where he was treated as a
“legitimate” son and received the
usual elementary education of
that day: reading, writing, and
arithmetic. Leonardo did not
seriously study Latin, the key
language of traditional learning,
until much later, when he
acquired a working knowledge
of it on his own. He also did not
apply himself to higher
mathematics—advanced
geometry and arithmetic—until
he was 30 years old, when he
began to study it with diligent
tenacity.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/notary
https://www.britannica.com/topic/elementary-education
https://www.britannica.com/topic/writing
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Latin
https://www.britannica.com/science/mathematics
https://www.britannica.com/science/geometry


Leonardo’s artistic inclinations must
have appeared early. When he was
about 15, his father, who enjoyed a
high reputation in the Florence
community, apprenticed him to artist
Andrea del Verrocchio. In
Verrocchio’s renowned workshop
Leonardo received a multifaceted
training that included painting and
sculpture as well as the technical-
mechanical arts. He also worked in the
next-door workshop of artist Antonio
Pollaiuolo. In 1472 Leonardo was
accepted into the painters’ guild of
Florence, but he remained in his
teacher’s workshop for five more
years, after which time he worked
independently in Florence until 1481.
There are a great many superb extant
pen and pencil drawings from this
period, including many technical
sketches—for example, pumps,
military weapons, mechanical
apparatus—that offer evidence of
Leonardo’s interest in and knowledge
of technical matters even at the outset
of his career.

https://www.britannica.com/place/Florence
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/community
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Andrea-del-Verrocchio
https://www.britannica.com/art/painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/sculpture
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pollaiuolo-brothers
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/extant


In 1482 Leonardo moved to Milan to
work in the service of the city’s duke—
a surprising step when one realizes
that the 30-year-old artist had just
received his first substantial
commissions from his native city of
Florence: the unfinished panel
painting Adoration of the Magi for the
monastery of San Donato a Scopeto
and an altar painting for the St.
Bernard Chapel in the Palazzo della
Signoria, which was never begun.
That he gave up both projects seems
to indicate that he had deeper reasons
for leaving Florence. It may have been
that the rather sophisticatedspirit of
Neoplatonism prevailing in the
Florence of the Medici went against
the grain of Leonardo’s experience-
oriented mind and that the more strict,
academic atmosphere of Milan
attracted him. Moreover, he was no
doubt enticed by Duke Ludovico
Sforza’s brilliant court and the
meaningful projects awaiting him
there.

First Milanese period (1482–99)
 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Milan-Italy
https://www.britannica.com/art/panel-painting
https://www.britannica.com/topic/altarpiece
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/sophisticated
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Neoplatonism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Medici-family
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ludovico-Sforza


Leonardo spent 17 years in Milan,
until Ludovico’s fall from power
in 1499. He was listed in the
register of the royal household as
pictor et ingeniarius ducalis
(“painter and engineer of the
duke”). Leonardo’s gracious but
reserved personality and elegant
bearing were well-received in
court circles. Highly esteemed, he
was constantly kept busy as a
painter and sculptor and as a
designer of court festivals. He
was also frequently consulted as
a technical adviser in the fields of
architecture, fortifications, and
military matters, and he served as
a hydraulic and mechanical
engineer. As he would
throughout his life, Leonardo set
boundless goals for himself; if
one traces the outlines of his
work for this period, or for his life
as a whole, one is tempted to call
it a grandiose“unfinished
symphony.”

As a painter, Leonardo completed
six works in the 17 years in Milan.
(According to contemporary
sources, Leonardo was
commissioned to create three more
pictures, but these works have since
disappeared or were never done.)  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/architecture
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/grandiose
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Sforzesco-Castle
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Steven Spielberg

Early life and work

Spielberg developed an interest in
filmmaking as a child, and during his
teens his Escape to Nowhere (1962), a
40-minute war movie, won first prize at
a film festival. He next directed Firelight
(1964), a feature-length science-fiction
yarn, which was followed by an
accomplished short about hitchhikers
called Amblin’ (1968). An executive at
Universal Studios saw the latter film and
tendered a contract to Spielberg, who
began working in the studio’s television
division after attending California State
College, Long Beach (now California
State University, from which he would
eventually receive a B.A. in 2002). He
directed episodes of various TV series,
notably Columbo, Marcus Welby, M.D.,
and Owen Marshall: Counselor at Law.

In 1971 he made his first television
movie, Duel, a taut, almost
claustrophobic exercise in psychosis
that was more intense than typical TV
fare (it was released theatrically in
Europe). Although Spielberg permitted
star Dennis Weaver—who played a
motorist chased by a homicidal truck
driver—to register a one-note
impression of sweaty terror
throughout the movie, his handling of
the action sequences was staged and
executed with bravado. The success
of Duelenabled Spielberg to make
theatrically released motion pictures,
beginning with The Sugarland
Express (1974), a chase picture with
deft accents of comedy but an
inexorable movement toward tragedy;
it was anchored by Goldie Hawn’s
performance.

Date of born December 18, 1946 

American film director
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Spielberg’s next movie, Jaws (1975),
established him as a leading director,
and it was one of the highest-grossing
films ever. It featured Roy Scheider as
the police chief of a resort town who
battles a man-eating white shark.
Joining him are Richard Dreyfuss as a
marine biologist and Robert Shaw as a
shark hunter. The highly praised thriller
received an Academy
Awardnomination for best picture, and
its ominous soundtrack by John
Williams won an Oscar. The film all but
created the genre of summer
blockbuster—big action-packed movie
released to an audience grateful to be
in an air-conditioned theatre—and it
established many of the touchstones of
Spielberg’s work: an ordinary but
sympathetic main character is
enlightenedthrough a confrontation
with some extraordinary being or force
that gradually reveals itself as the
narrative unfolds.

Spielberg then directed the mystical
science-fiction tale Close
Encounters of the Third Kind(1977),
which he also wrote. Dreyfuss was
cast as the lead, and he submitted
one of the best performances of his
career, as a telephone lineman who
encounters an unidentified flying
object and subsequently becomes
obsessed with UFOs. For the film,
Spielberg received his first
Academy Award nomination for
best director. Vilmos Zsigmond’s
cinematography earned the film’s
only Oscar, though the special
effects were also praised. Spielberg
became just the second director in
history to score back-to-back $100
million grosses.

After the disappointing 1941 (1979)
—which was received as an
unfunny comedy, despite the
presence of John Belushi and Dan
Aykroyd—Spielberg directed
Raiders of the Lost Ark(1981), a
loving, expert (if slightly
redundant) tribute to old
adventure serials. The film and its
sequels, which starred Harrison
Ford as handsome archaeologist
Indiana Jones, used rich colour
cinematography, brisk editing,
memorable musical soundtracks,
and inventive special effects to
create a cinematic experience that
was typically light yet highly
suspenseful. Spielberg received
his second Academy Award
nomination for best director; the
film was also a best picture
nominee.
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Spielberg’s next film was even more
successful. E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial
(1982) was a moving exploration of an
alien encounter that cleverly
eschewed the epic scale of Close
Encounters for the microcosm of its
effect on a single California family.
Henry Thomas gave a strong
performance as the boy who
discovers and befriends the stranded
alien, and Dee Wallace portrayed his
sympathetic mom. The film also
featured Drew Barrymore in one of
her first roles. As with most Spielberg
films to that point, the special effects
were a large part of the movie’s
appeal—in this case, the wonderfully
articulated E.T.—but it was Spielberg’s
mastery of human (and alien) emotion
that made the movie a blockbuster.
Both Spielberg and the film were
nominated for Academy Awards, as
were Melissa Mathison’s screenplay,
Allen Daviau’s cinematography, and
Williams’s score; only the latter won.
After directing Indiana Jones and the
Temple of Doom (1984), Spielberg
adapted Alice Walker’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel The Color Purple(1985).
The film explores an African
Americanwoman’s almost
unbearably harsh, yet ultimately
fulfilling, life. Color was roundly
criticized for downplaying the novel’s
lesbian element, for perpetuating
stereotypes about black men, and for
sentimentalizing life in the Deep South.
Nevertheless, it found an audience
that appreciated the cast—which
included Whoopi Goldberg, Margaret
Avery, and Oprah Winfrey, all of
whom were nominated for Academy
Awards—as well as the script (by
Menno Meyjes) and the score (by
coproducer Quincy Jones), both of
which were also Academy Award-
nominated. 

Spielberg chose another critically
acclaimed book as the basis of his
next film. Empire of the Sun (1987),
scripted by Tom Stoppard, was a
carefully detailed re-creation of the
World War II prison-camp milieu of
J.G. Ballard’s autobiographical novel
of the same name. But where The
Color Purple was able to convey
emotional truth, Empire of the Sun
almost let the story about its young
protagonist (Christian Bale) drown
under a wave of pyrotechnics. It was a
box-office failure. Spielberg closed
out the 1980s with Indiana Jones and
the Last Crusade(1989) and Always
(1989), an adaptation of the 1943 film
A Guy Named Joe. Although Indiana
Jones was a hit, Always failed to find
an audience.
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Martin Scorsese

Martin Scorsese, original name Martin
Marcantonio Luciano Scorsese, (born
November 17, 1942, Queens, New
York, U.S.), American filmmaker
known for his harsh, often violent
depictions of American culture. From
the 1970s Scorsese created a body of
work that was ambitious, bold, and
brilliant. But even his most acclaimed
films are demanding, sometimes
unpleasantly intense dramas that
have enjoyed relatively little
commercial success. Thus, Scorsese
bears the not totally undeserved
reputation as a cult director who
works with big budgets and
Hollywood’s most desirable stars. In
terms of artistry, he was perhaps the
most significant American director of
the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

Summary Early life and work
 Scorsese was a frail asthmatic child

who grew up in the Italian American
neighbourhood of Little Italy on the
Lower East Side of Manhattan. His
early interest in film returned after he
tried unsuccessfully to enter the
Roman Catholicpriesthood, and he
went on to earn undergraduate (1964)
and graduate (1966) degrees in film
from New York University, where he
subsequently taught. His student
films showed a wide range of
influences, from foreign classics to
Hollywood musicals. Among them
were shorts such as What’s a Nice
Girl like You Doing in a Place like
This? (1963) and It’s Not Just You,
Murray! (1964).

  American film director

Date of born November 17, 1942 
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Scorsese’s first theatrical film, Who’s
That Knocking at My Door (1967), was
an intimateportrayal of life in the
streets of Little Italy. Harvey Keitel
(who went on to do five more films
with Scorsese in the 1970s and ’80s)
starred as Scorsese’s alter ego, a
streetwise but sensitive Italian
American Catholic plagued by the
knowledge that his girlfriend (Zina
Bethune) had been raped. The film
earned Scorsese encouraging
reviews, and he was offered the
position of assistant director and
supervising editor on Woodstock
(1970), which translated into
converting the more than 100 hours of
raw footage of the 1969 rock concert
into a 3-hour movie that won an
Academy Award for best
documentary.

Films of the 1970s: Mean Streets,
Taxi Driver, and New York, New
York

Scorsese directed a less widely seen
documentary about protests against
the Vietnam War, Street Scenes
(1970), and he then worked as an
editor on the concert films Medicine
Ball Caravan (1971) and Elvis on
Tour(1972). Producer Roger Corman
invited him to direct Boxcar Bertha
(1972). Scorsese made the most of the
opportunity with an exciting if
ultimately empty yarn about train
robbers (Barbara Hershey, David
Carradine, and Bernie Casey)
wreaking havoc in the Depression-era
South.

Far more significant was the
boundary-breaking Mean Streets
(1973), Scorsese’s reworking of the
themes introduced in Who’s That
Knocking at My Door. Filled with
violent sequences, rapid-fire dialogue,
and blaring rock music, the film was
typical of his early work in its realistic
detail and its naturalistic
performances. Keitel starred as a
small-time collector for the mob in
Little Italy, stricken with guilt over his
affair with his epileptic girlfriend
Teresa (Amy Robinson) and frustrated
by his inability to control his
dangerously unhinged friend (and
Teresa’s brother) Johnny Boy (Robert
De Niro, who did eight films with
Scorsese between 1973 and 1995). The
moving, often hilarious performances
of Keitel and De Niro were as much
responsible for igniting this low-budget
masterpiece as Scorsese’s
atmospheric locations, shockingly
frank language, explosive violence,
and showy camera technique.
After making the documentary
Italianamerican(1974) about his
parents, Scorsese went to work on his
first mainstream studio picture, the
tamer Alice Doesn’t Live Here
Anymore (1974), which had little of the
pyrotechnic invention of Mean Streets.
But in its own subdued way, Alice
Doesn’t Live Here Anymore was an
effective drama about a widow, Alice
(Ellen Burstyn), who strikes out from
New Mexico to Californiaafter the
death of her abusive husband to make
a new life for herself and her
adolescent son (Alfred Lutter).
Burstyn’s Oscar for best actress
helped convince the Hollywood
establishment that Scorsese could
discipline his mavericktalent.
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Having proved that he could make a
fairly conventional movie, Scorsese
then shocked filmgoers with Taxi Driver
(1976), a hellish tour of a disturbed
Vietnam veteran’s peculiar madness.
Brilliantly written by Paul Schrader,
photographed by Michael Chapman,
and scored by Bernard Herrmann (his
final film), this unsettling work is as
fascinating as it is horrifying. De Niro
gave what is regarded as his definitive
performance as the pathetically
alienated but dangerously unhinged
Travis Bickle, and Keitel exuded
menace in the small but key role of the
seductive pimp Sport, who keeps the 12-
year-old Iris (Jodie Foster) in thrall.
Perhaps the most controversial, and the
most disturbing, Oscar nominee for
best picture to date, Taxi Driver also
earned Oscar nominations for De Niro,
Foster, and Herrmann. Scorsese cast
himself in a small but telling cameo as a
murderously jealous husband, and the
film was awarded the Palme d’Or at the
Cannes film festival. Many rank it as
Scorsese’s best work.
Scorsese’s artistic risk taking had been
vindicated, but his status as
Hollywood’s newest enfant terrible
lasted only until the release of New
York, New York (1977), a rethinking of
the 1950s Hollywood musical, marked
by nonnaturalistic lighting and
elaborate sets. 
Deliberately stylized to evoke past
screen triumphs by Vincente Minnelli
and George Cukor, it featured De Niro
as the cocky Jimmy Doyle, a novice
saxophone player who works in a big
band behind talented singer Francine
Evans (Liza Minnelli).

Their torrid love affair proves
impossible to sustain, and the vain, self-
destructive Jimmy drifts away from
domestic bliss with the pregnant
Francine. De Niro was compelling in an
unsympathetic part, and Minnelli
evoked her mother (Judy Garland) with
frightening authority. While critical
opinion was mixed, it was a commercial
flop. However, the film later developed
a cult following largely because of its
obvious affection for old Hollywood.

Stung by this rejection, Scorsese edited
his footage of The Band’s November
1976 farewell concert into the well-
received rockumentary The Last Waltz
(1978), with unparalleled performance
footage of Bob Dylan, Joni Mitchell, Van
Morrison, Muddy Waters, Eric Clapton,
and other musical luminaries. Next
came American Boy: A Profile of
Steven Prince(1978), in which Prince, a
friend of Scorsese, recounted stories
from his life as a road manager for
singer Neil Diamond and as a heroin
addict.
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Despite the diversity in his chosen
subject matter, Scorsese’s work
contains common elements. His
simultaneous fondness for and
rebellion against old Hollywood is
demonstrated by his exploring anew
clichéd plot devices that often
culminate in bleak irony and
moralambiguity. He has been praised
for his use of the subjective camera to
portray the protagonist’s point of view,
an approach characterized by such
subtle touches as right-to-left camera
pans that move contrary to normal eye
movement and thereby create a slightly
disconcerting effect and suggest a
subjectively distorted world. Scorsese’s
films tend to be concerned with people
rather than plots, and he is fond of
placing his characters in volatile
situations and allowing events to unfold
naturally, as determined by the
characters’ instincts, lusts, and
obsessions. One of the most important
filmmakers of the late 20th and early
21st centuries, Scorsese reflects in his
work both a cynicism toward modern
culture and an obvious love of the
cinema.

Legacy
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Sean Justin Penn

Date of born August 17, 1960Summary 

Sean Penn, in full Sean Justin Penn,
(born August 17, 1960, Santa Monica,
California, U.S.), American film actor
and director known for his versatility
and intense performances.
The son of show-business parents,
Penn chose to forgo college and
instead joined the Los Angeles
Repertory Theater. After a few
television appearances, including a
role in an episode of Barnaby Jones
(1979), he moved to New York City in
1980. Well-received performances in
the Off-Broadway Heartlandsand the
film Taps (both 1981) paved the way
for Penn’s fame-making role as the
underachieving surfer Jeff Spicoli in
Fast Times at Ridgemont High (1982). 

He followed with a variety of roles that
showcased his intensity and versatility
—including a teenage delinquent in
Bad Boys(1983), a punk rocker-burglar
in Crackers(1984), a World War II
marine about to ship out in the
romance Racing with the Moon (1984),
and a spy selling U.S. government
secrets to the KGB in The Falcon and
the Snowman (1985)—garnering
favourable notices from critics even
when the vehicle he performed in was
not as well liked. Penn’s career took a
downturn, however, during his
relationship with pop star Madonna,
whom he married in 1985. There were
frequent confrontations with paparazzi,
a number of them combative, and
Penn spent a month in jail in 1987. The
marriage ended in 1989—but not
before the couple had costarred in
Shanghai Surprise (1986), a film
reviled by most critics. 

American actor
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Penn’s subsequent movies did better,
however, and he also branched out,
writing and directingIndian Runner
(1991) and directing The Crossing
Guard (1995). He earned his first
Academy Award nomination for
Dead Man Walking (1995), starring
opposite Susan Sarandon as a death-
row inmate. He appeared with his
second wife—Robin Wright (married
1996; divorced 2010)—in She’s So
Lovely (1997), for which he was named
best actor at the Cannes film festival,
and later garnered Oscar nominations
for Sweet and Lowdown (1999) and I
Am Sam (2001). Another impressive
directorial effort came with The
Pledge. The drama featured Jack
Nicholson as a police detective who
vows to find a child killer. In 2003
Penn won the best actor honours at
the Venice Film Festival for 21 Grams
(2003), and the following year he
received a best actor Oscar for his role
as the grief-stricken father of a
murdered young woman in Mystic
River(2003).

Penn’s subsequent films include The
Assassination of Richard Nixon
(2004), based on an actual attempt on
the president’s life; The Interpreter
(2005); and All the King’s Men(2006),
an adaptation of Robert Penn
Warren’s novel about a populist
politician. Penn returned to directing
with Into the Wild (2007). The film—
based on Jon Krakauer’s best-selling
book of the same name—chronicles
the journey of Christopher
McCandless, an idealistic college
graduate who repudiates materialistic
society as he hitchhikes through the
American West and ventures alone
into the Alaskan wilderness.

In 2008 Penn played the lead role in
Milk, which depicts the life of Harvey
Milk, one of the first openly gay
elected officials in the United States.
His ebullient portrayal of Milk earned
him a second Academy Award for
best actor. Penn played another real-
life figure, retired U.S. diplomat Joseph
C. Wilson, in Fair Game(2010). The
thriller was based on the 2003
scandal in which White House
officials leaked the identity of Wilson’s
wife—Valerie Plame, a covert CIA
agent—in an alleged attempt to
discredit his criticism of the U.S.-led
Iraq War.

In Terrence Malick’s impressionistic
drama The Tree of Life (2011), Penn
appeared as a man haunted by
memories of his childhood. Penn later
portrayed a former rock star turned
Nazi hunter in This Must Be the Place
(2011), mid-20th-century mob boss
Mickey Cohen in the noir drama
Gangster Squad (2013), and a
reformed assassin whose past
catches up with him in The Gunman
(2015). Penn also voiced characters in
animated fare, including Persepolis
(2007) and Angry Birds (2016). He
starred as a seasoned astronaut in the
TV series The First (2018), a fictional
account of the pioneer manned
mission to Mars; it was canceled after
one season. Penn returned to the big
screen in The Professor and the
Madman(2019), about the early
compilation of The Oxford English
Dictionary.
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In 2021 Penn directed and starred in
the drama Flag Day, in which a young
woman (played by his daughter, Dylan
Penn) discovers her father’s criminal
past. Later that year he appeared in
Paul Thomas Anderson’s coming-of-
age dramedy Licorice Pizza. In the TV
miniseries Gaslit (2022), Penn
portrayed U.S. Attorney General John
Mitchell, who was involved in the
Watergate scandal.

Penn was a political activist, and he
often attracted controversy for his
stances, most notably his opposition
to the Iraq War and his criticism of
U.S. Pres. George W. Bush. He
participated in the recovery efforts in
New Orleans following Hurricane
Katrina (2005) and in Haiti after a
large-scale earthquake (2010). In 2018
Penn published his first novel, Bob
Honey Who Just Do Stuff, a satire
about a divorced assassin.
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Sergey Rachmaninoff
 

Sergey Rachmaninoff, in full Sergey
Vasilyevich Rachmaninoff, Rachmaninoff
also spelled Rakhmaninov, or Rachmaninov,
(born March 20 [April 1, New Style], 1873,
Oneg, near Semyonovo, Russia—died March
28, 1943, Beverly Hills, California, U.S.),
composer who was the last great figure of the
tradition of Russian Romanticism and a
leading piano virtuoso of his time. He is
especially known for his piano concerti and
the piece for piano and orchestra titled
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini (1934).

Summary Early life
Rachmaninoff was born on an estate
belonging to his grandparents, situated
near Lake Ilmen in the Novgorod district.
His father was a retired army officer and
his mother the daughter of a general. The
boy was destined to become an army
officer until his father lost the entire
family fortune through risky financial
ventures and then deserted the family.
Young Sergey’s cousin Aleksandr Siloti, a
well-known concert pianist and
conductor, sensed the boy’s abilities and
suggested sending him to the noted
teacher and pianist Nikolay Zverev in
Moscow for his piano studies. It is to
Zverev’s strict disciplinarian treatment of
the boy that musical history owes one of
the great piano virtuosos of the 20th
century. For his general education and
theoretical subjects in music, Sergey
became a pupil at the Moscow
Conservatory.

Russian musician

Date of born April 1, 1873
Date of died March 28, 1943
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Rachmaninoff’s music, although
written mostly in the 20th century,
remains firmly entrenched in the
19th-century musical idiom. He
was, in effect, the final expression
of the tradition embodied by
Tchaikovsky—a melodist of
Romantic dimensions still writing
in an era of explosive change and
experimentation.

Legacy 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/idiom
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Romantic


Oliver Knussen 

Oliver Knussen's composing and
conducting careers began with early
successes, and he continued to be
active in both fields. His early
compositions were influenced by the
Russian and American traditions of
orchestral writing. A large proportion
of these early pieces were also
composed with twelve-tone and
serial techniques. His later music
employed detailed harmonic and
rhythmic structures to create
complex but clearly defined textures,
with fine orchestral color. In all of his
work, an accessible sound world is
united with highly thought-out
structural details. 
Knussen was born into a musical
family and as a child spent time at
London Symphony Orchestra
rehearsals, where his father was
principal double bass. Oliver was
thrown into prominence early in life,
when at the age of 15 his First
Symphony was performed in
London. His precocity as a conductor
was demonstrated at the same time
when the illness of the scheduled
conductor forced Knussen onto the
podium. Two weeks later the work
was performed in New York under
Daniel Barenboim.

Summary Date of Born June 12, 1952
Date of died July 8, 2018

British composer and conductor

https://www.allmusic.com/artist/london-symphony-orchestra-mn0000602907
https://www.allmusic.com/artist/daniel-barenboim-mn0000631790


Knussen's first composition teacher
was John Lambert, a student of Nadia
Boulanger, and then from 1970 to 1973
he studied with Gunther Schuller in
Boston and at the Tanglewood Music
Center. Schuller's influence is evident
in the expressionist character of the
Second Symphony (1970-1971), which
sets verses by the poets Georg
Trakland Sylvia Plath. Other
influences in this period appear in the
Concerto for Orchestra (1970, which
incorporates jazz and the Charleston. 
After the spotlight on Knussen
receded, rumors abounded that his
success was not entirely based on
merit, and performances dwindled. He
himself felt that early exposure was a
mixed blessing and that the smaller
pieces he wrote at the time of the First
Symphony were more interesting.
This trend was evident in his chamber
pieces of the 1970s, which were
slightly more radical than the larger
symphonies, notably Coursing (1979)
for chamber orchestra. 
In the early '80s, Knussen's
compositional energies were
concentrated on two large-scale
projects that he termed fantasy
operas, settings of children's books by
Maurice Sendak, who became the
librettist: Where the Wild Things Are
(1979-1983) and Higglety Pigglety Pop
(1984-1990). These works used varied
compositional resources, including
layers of contrasting rhythms
(polyrhythms) and very subtle
orchestral colors, to create a range of
refined textures. Many styles are also
present, from jazz to Mozart
references. 

Shortly afterwards, the composer
became attracted to music on a more
miniature time frame, for example in
the orchestral Flourish with Fireworks
(1988). This work is in a line of pieces
that use subtle references to the
works of older composers. The
Whitman Settings, for soprano and
orchestra, although originally
composed for voice with piano in 1991,
were written as the composer was
attracted to four unusually short
poems of Walt Whitman. 
Knussen's conducting career
encompassed a wide-ranging
repertoire, and he specialized in the
works of contemporary composers.
He was the music director of the
London Sinfonietta (an ensemble that
also frequently performed his own
music) and artistic director of the
Aldeburgh Festival from 1992 to 1998.
In that same period, he was principal
guest conductor of the Residentie
Orchestra, The Hague. In 1989 he was
appointed associate guest conductor
with the BBC Symphony Orchestra
and from 1986-1990 was the
coordinator of contemporary music
activities at Tanglewood. He was
named a commander of the British
Empire in 1994, and the following year
signed an exclusive contract with
Deutsche Grammophon to record
contemporary music; many of those
albums won awards. Knussen's
Requiem: Songs for Sue, written in
memory of his late wife, was
premiered in 2006.
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Oliver
Knussen



Benjamin Britten
British composer

Summary
Benjamin Britten, in full Edward
Benjamin Britten, Baron Britten
Of Aldeburgh, (born November
22, 1913, Lowestoft, Suffolk,
England—died December 4,
1976, Aldeburgh, Suffolk),
leading British composer of the
mid-20th century, whose
operas were considered the
finest English operas since
those of Henry Purcell in the
17th century. He was also an
outstanding pianist and
conductor.

Britten composed as a child and
at the age of 12 began several
years of study under the
composer and teacher Frank
Bridge. He later studied under
John Ireland and Arthur
Benjamin at the Royal College
of Music in London and, while
there, composed the set of
choral variations A Boy Was
Born (1933; revised, 1958). He
then worked as a composer for
the radio, theatre, and cinema,
coming into close contact with
the poet W.H. Auden. In 1937
his Variations on a Theme of
Frank Bridge, for string
orchestra, won him
international acclaim.

Date of born 22 novembre 1913
Date of died 4 dicembre 1976
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From 1939 to 1942 he was in the
United States, where his first work for
the stage, the operettaPaul Bunyan
(1941; libretto by Auden), was
performed. A commission by the
Koussevitzky Foundation led to the
composition of his opera Peter Grimes
(1945; libretto by M. Slater after
George Crabbe’s poem The Borough),
which placed Britten in the forefront
of 20th-century composers of opera.
His later operas include The Rape of
Lucretia (1946); the comic Albert
Herring (1947); Billy Budd (1951; after
Herman Melville); Gloriana (1953;
written for the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II); The Turn of the Screw
(1954; after Henry James); A
Midsummer Night’s Dream (1960);
Owen Wingrave (television, 1971); and
Death in Venice (1973; after Thomas
Mann).
With the church parable Curlew River
(1964), his conception of musical
theatre took a new direction,
combining influences from the
Japanese Noh theatre and English
medieval religious drama. Two other
church parables, The Burning Fiery
Furnace (1966) and The Prodigal Son
(1968), followed. An earlier church-
pageant opera, Noye’s Fludde (1958),
made use of one of the medieval
Chester mystery plays. The Rape of
Lucretia marked the inception of the
English Opera Group, with Britten as
artistic director, composer, and
conductor. This undertaking gave rise
to the Aldeburgh Festival (founded
1947), which became one of the most
important English music festivals and
the centre of Britten’s musical
activities.

Preeminent among Britten’s
nontheatrical music are his song
cycles. Among those that established
his stature as a songwriter are (for
voice and piano) Seven Sonnets of
Michelangelo(1940; written for the
tenor Peter Pears, his life partner and
artistic collaborator), The Holy
Sonnets of John Donne (1945), Winter
Words(1953), and Hölderlin Fragment
(1958); and (for voice and orchestra)
Our Hunting Fathers(1936; text by
Auden), Les Illuminations (1939; text
by Arthur Rimbaud), and Serenade
(1943).
Britten’s largest choral work is the
War Requiem (1962) for choir and
orchestra, based on the Latin requiem
mass text and the poems of Wilfred
Owen, who was killed in World War I.
Other choral works include the Hymn
to St. Cecilia (1942; text by Auden),
Ceremony of Carols (1942), Rejoice in
the Lamb (1943), St. Nicolas (1948),
Spring Symphony (1949), and Voices
for Today (1965; written for the United
Nations’ 20th anniversary).

Among his principal instrumental
works are the Simple Symphony for
strings (1925); three string quartets
(1941, 1945, and 1976); concerti for
piano and for violin; The Young
Person’s Guide to the Orchestra
(1945); and Symphony in D Major for
Cello and Orchestra (1963), written for
the Russian cellist Mstislav
Rostropovich.
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Britten’s operas are admired for their
skillful setting of English words and
their orchestral interludes, as well as
for their dramatic aptness and depth
of psychological characterization. In
chamber operas such as The Rape of
Lucretiaand the church parables, he
proved that serious music theatre
could flourish outside the opera
house. His continual willingness to
experiment with modern musical
styles, forms, and sonorities and with
new theatrical environmentsproved
extremely fruitful.

Britten was created Companion of
Honour in 1953 and was awarded the
Order of Merit in 1965. In June 1976 he
was created a life peer, the first
musician or composer to be elevated
to the peerage.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/environments
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Order-of-Merit




Hafez
Persian author

Hafez Shiraz (also given as Hafiz, l. 1315-
1390 CE) is considered the greatest of the
Persian poets and among the most
famous and admired writers in world
literature. He is among the most often
translated poets in the present day and
his work continues to resonate with
modern audiences. 
His full name is Khwaja Shams-ud-Din
Muhammed Hafez-e Shiraz, but he was
known as Hafez (which means
“memorizer”) because he memorized the
Quran at an early age and would later
memorize the works of other Persian
poets such as Sanai (l. 1080 - c. 1131 CE),
Attar (l. 1145 - c. 1220 CE), Rumi (l. 1207-
1273 CE), Saadi (l. 1210 - c. 1291 CE), and
Nizami (l. c. 1141-1209 CE), all of whom
would influence his own work.
Little is known of his personal life except
that he was born in Shiraz (in modern-day
Iran) and his parents were from Fars. He
was well educated and most likely had
connections to the ruling house as he
spent his life as the court poet to the
region's monarchs. He was a Shia Muslim
and a devotee of the mystical approach
to Islamknown as Sufism which informs
his poetry along with Quranic literature,
Persian legend and myth from the
Shahnameh, and various other sources.
Unlike other poets (such as Rumi) there is
no definitive collection of his works. His
divan(a collection of short pieces) was
compiled by others but scholars do not
agree on when or even by whom.

Summary
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Hafez's poetry focuses on the
transcendent power of love and the
transformative effects of opening one's
self up to all experience through
embracing what it means to be a
human being in the fullest sense which,
to Hafez, includes an intimate
relationship with God. His work is
described by many scholars as
antinomian, meaning a rejection of
rules, regulations, and strictures, and
this label is apt as Hafez considered life
too large to be contained and dictated
by small labels and narrow
commandments. His many allusions to
wine, drunkenness, taverns, and
abandonment to sensual desire attest
to this, although, as many scholars
have noted, Hafez's poetry can be read
on many levels and these allusions may
also be understood as allegorical
references to the experience of Divine
Love.

Hafez would become the most popular
and well-respected poet of his day and
his reputation for piercing mystical
insight and beauty of composition still
holds in the present day. His
mausoleum in Shiraz, surrounded by
gardens and small waterfalls, attracts
admirers from around the world who
not only continue to respond to his
written works but claim a mystical
communion with the poet in their daily
lives.

Tomb of Hafez, Shiraz,Iran



Early Life & Influences
 

Hafez was born in Shiraz to Shia Muslim
parents about whom nothing is known. His
father may have been an imam (a Shia Muslim
religious leader) since Hafez is said to have
memorized the Quran by listening to his father
recite it repeatedly, one of the responsibilities of
an imam. Shiraz was a cosmopolitan and
refined cultural center, praised by the famous
travel writer Ibn Battuta (l. 1304-1368/69 CE)
for its beauty and inspirational power, which
encouraged artistic, intellectual, and religious
developments. Scholar Leonard Lewisohn
comments:
The era in which Hafez lived was a turbulent
time in Iran. The Mongols had invaded the
region one hundred years before Hafez was
born, establishing dynastic houses which were
not always popular, and conflicts between
various ruling houses – or within them – were
ongoing. Sufism, with its emphasis on
individual liberation regardless of external
circumstance, would have had great appeal
during such a time. Sufism is not a sect of Islam
but a mystical experience based on an Islamic
worldview, which seeks to transcend any
perceived artificial strictures. Scholars John
Heath-Stubbs and Peter Avery comment:

The tendency of Sufism is pantheistic. Each
human soul is a particle of the divine Absolute,
and the mystic aims at a complete union with
the Divine. This union is attained in the
knowledge that he is himself that ultimate
Reality which he seeks. But the individual self is
completely annihilated in this higher self, like
the moth drawn to the candle-flame. For the
sake of the esoteric knowledge, the Sufi must
abandon all, in particular the legalistic
restraints of conventional religion. 

https://www.worldhistory.org/Ibn_Battuta/


Hafez
Shirazi



Ferdowsi was born in Khorasan in a
village near Tous, in 935 CE His great
epic The Shahnameh (The Epic of
Kings), to which he devoted most of his
adult life, was originally composed for
the Samanid princes of Khorasan,
who were the chief instigators of the
revival of Persian cultural traditions
after the Arab conquest of the
seventh century. During Ferdowsi's
lifetime this dynasty was conquered
by the Ghaznavid Turks, and there are
various stories in medieval texts
describing the lack of interest shown
by the new ruler of Khorasan,
Mahmoud of Ghaznavi, in Ferdowsi
and his lifework. Ferdowsi is said to
have died around 1020 CE in poverty
and embittered by royal neglect,
though confident of his and his poem's
ultimate fame. 

The Shahnameh or The Epic of Kings
is one of the definite classics of the
world. It tells hero tales of ancient
Persia. The contents and the poet's
style in describing the events takes the
readers back to the ancient times and
makes he/she sense and feel the
events. Ferdowsi worked for thirty
years to finish this masterpiece. 

Summary

Ferdowsi
Persian Poet

https://www.iranchamber.com/literature/shahnameh/shahnameh.php


Ferdowsi is considered as the greatest
Persian poet, author of the Shahnameh ("The
Epic of Kings"), the Persian national epic, to
which he gave its final and enduring form,
although he based his poem mainly on an
earlier prose version. For nearly a thousand
years the Persians have continued to read
and to listen to recitations from his
masterwork in which the Persian national
epic found its final and enduring form. It is the
history of Iran's glorious past, preserved for
all time in sonorous and majestic verse.
Though written about 1,000 years ago, this
work is as intelligible to the average, modern
Iranian as the King James version of the Bible
is to a modern English-speaker. The
language, based as the poem is on a Pahlavi
original, is pure Persian with only the slightest
admixture of Arabic. 

According to Nezami, Ferdowsi was a dehqan
(landowner), deriving a comfortable income
from his estates. He had only one child, a
daughter, and it was to provide her with a
dowry that he set his hand to the task that was
to occupy him for more than 30 years. 
The Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, a poem of
nearly 60,000 couplets, is based mainly on a
prose work of the same name compiled in the
poet's early manhood in his native Tus. This
prose Shahnameh was in turn and for the
most part the translation of a Pahlavi (Middle
Persian) work, the Khvatay-namak, a history
of the kings of Persia from mythical times
down to the reign of Khosrow II (590-628 CE),
but it also contained additional material
continuing the story to the overthrow of the
Sasanians by the Arabs in the middle of the
7th century A.D. The first to undertake the
versification of this chronicle of pre-Islamic
and legendary Persia was Daqiqi, a poet at
the court of the Samanids, who came to a
violent end after completing only 1,000
verses. These verses, which deal with the rise
of the prophet Zoroaster, were afterward
incorporated by Ferdowsi, with due
acknowledgements, in his own poem. 

An important feature of this
work is that during the
period that Arabic language
was known as the main
language of science and
literature, Ferdowsi used
only Persian in his
masterpiece. As Ferdowsi
himself says "Persian
language is revived by this
work". 



Ferdowsi



Jalal al-Din Rumi

Sufi mystic Jalal al-Din Rumi was
born Jalal al-Din Mohammad-e
Balkhi on the edge of the Persian
Empire, in Balkh in modern-day
Afghanistan (though another
birthplace in Tajikistan is also
claimed). The son of Baha’ al-Din-e
Valad, a noted scholar and
theologian, Rumi’s family fled the
Mongols, settling in Samarkand and
then Anatolia. In 1224 Rumi
married Gauhar Khatun, with
whom he had two sons. In 1229, his
father was invited the by sultan of
Seljuk Turks to teach theology in
the capital, Konya. Rumi was raised
to be a scholar and teacher; after
being sent to Aleppo and
Damascus to finish his religious
training, Rumi took over his father’s
post.

Summary 



Rumi’s discovery of poetry is generally
dated to his midlife friendship with the
mystic Shams al-Din Tabrizi. Around
1244, Shams arrived in Konya,
preaching the possibility and necessity
of direct communion with God. Rumi
became a disciple and intimate friend
to Shams; the two were rarely apart. It
is said that Rumi’s sons and followers
were jealous of Shams and drove him
from the city. Whatever the cause,
after Sham’s disappearance, Rumi
consoled himself with writing poetry,
chanting, and performing dance, in
particular the circling dances set to
music that became known as the
whirling dervish. Rumi quickly gained
a reputation as an ecstatic visionary,
and devoted the rest of his life to
writing and worship. Rumi’s major
works all date from after Shams’s
disappearance: Diwan-e Shams-e
Tabiz, or “The Collected Poems of
Shams,” written partially in the voice
of Shams; Mathnawi, or “Spiritual
Couplets,” sometimes known as the
Persian Koran and the most widely
read poem in the Muslim world; and
various prose works including Fihe ma
fih, or “Discourses”; sermons designed
for occasions, Majales-e sab'a;and
many letters known as Maktubat.
Rumi’s fame during his own lifetime
was notable, and his death was widely
mourned.



Rumi remains one of the world’s
most popular poets. Scholars such
as A.J. Arberry, Franklin D. Lewis,
Jawid Mojaddedi, and Reynold A.
Nicholson have translated Rumi’s
works into numerous collections
in English. Many popular
translations of Rumi’s works have
also been undertaken by Coleman
Barks. According to Mojaddedi,
Rumi’s resonance with
contemporary readers can be
traced in part to his vivid, simple
imagery, his use of the second
person and insistence on direct
address, and to “his optimism of
the attainment of union … Rumi
celebrates union.”

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/coleman-barks




Elon Musk
American entrepreneur

Date of born June 28, 1971Summary 
Elon Musk, (born June 28, 1971,
Pretoria, South Africa), South
African-born American
entrepreneur who cofounded the
electronic-payment firm PayPal
and formed SpaceX, maker of
launch vehicles and spacecraft.
He was also one of the first
significant investors in, as well as
chief executive officer of, the
electric carmanufacturer Tesla. In
addition, Musk acquired Twitter in
2022.

Early life
Musk was born to a South African
father and a Canadian mother.
He displayed an early talent for
computers and entrepreneurship.
At age 12 he created a video game
and sold it to a computer
magazine. In 1988, after obtaining
a Canadian passport, Musk left
South Africabecause he was
unwilling to support
apartheidthrough compulsory
military service and because he
sought the greater economic
opportunities available in the
United States.
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PayPal and SpaceX
Musk attended Queen’s University in
Kingston, Ontario, and in 1992 he
transferred to the University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, where he
received bachelor’s degrees in physics
and economics in 1997. He enrolled in
graduate school in physics at Stanford
University in California, but he left
after only two days because he felt
that the Internet had much more
potential to change society than work
in physics. In 1995 he founded Zip2, a
company that provided maps and
business directories to online
newspapers. In 1999 Zip2 was bought
by the computer manufacturer
Compaq for $307 million, and Musk
then founded an online financial
services company, X.com, which later
became PayPal, which specialized in
transferring money online. The online
auction eBay bought PayPal in 2002
for $1.5 billion.

Musk was long convinced that for life
to survive, humanity has to become a
multiplanet species. However, he was
dissatisfied with the great expense of
rocket launchers. In 2002 he founded
Space Exploration Technologies
(SpaceX) to make more affordable
rockets. Its first two rockets were the
Falcon 1 (first launched in 2006) and
the larger Falcon 9 (first launched in
2010), which were designed to cost
much less than competing rockets. A
third rocket, the Falcon Heavy (first
launched in 2018), was designed to
carry 117,000 pounds (53,000 kg) to
orbit, nearly twice as much as its
largest competitor, the Boeing
Company’s DeltaIV Heavy, for one-
third the cost. SpaceX has announced
the successor to the Falcon 9 and the
Falcon Heavy: the Super Heavy–
Starship system. The Super Heavy
first stage would be capable of lifting
100,000 kg (220,000 pounds) to low
Earth orbit. The payload would be the
Starship, a spacecraft designed for
providing fast transportation between
cities on Earth and building bases on
the Moon and Mars. SpaceX also
developed the Dragon spacecraft,
which carries supplies to the
International Space Station (ISS).
Dragon can carry as many as seven
astronauts, and it had a crewed flight
carrying astronauts Doug Hurley and
Robert Behnken to the ISS in 2020.
The first test flights of the Super
Heavy–Starship system launched in
2020. In addition to being CEO of
SpaceX, Musk was also chief designer
in building the Falcon rockets, Dragon,
and Starship.
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Tesla
 

Musk had long been interested in the
possibilities of electric cars, and in
2004 he became one of the major
funders of Tesla Motors (later
renamed Tesla), an electric car
company founded by entrepreneurs
Martin Eberhard and Marc
Tarpenning. In 2006 Tesla introduced
its first car, the Roadster, which could
travel 245 miles (394 km) on a single
charge. Unlike most previous electric
vehicles, which Musk thought were
stodgy and uninteresting, it was a
sports car that could go from 0 to 60
miles (97 km) per hour in less than four
seconds. In 2010 the company’s initial
public offering raised about $226
million. Two years later Tesla
introduced the Model S sedan, which
was acclaimed by automotive critics
for its performance and design. The
company won further praise for its
Model X luxury SUV, which went on
the market in 2015. The Model 3, a
less-expensive vehicle, went into
production in 2017 and became the
best-selling electric car of all time.

Dissatisfied with the projected cost
($68 billion) of a high-speed rail
system in California, Musk in 2013
proposed an alternate faster system,
the Hyperloop, a pneumatic tube in
which a pod carrying 28 passengers
would travel the 350 miles (560 km)
between Los Angeles and San
Francisco in 35 minutes at a top speed
of 760 miles (1,220 km) per hour,
nearly the speed of sound. Musk
claimed that the Hyperloop would
cost only $6 billion and that, with the
pods departing every two minutes on
average, the system could
accommodate the six million people
who travel that route every year.
However, he stated, between running
SpaceX and Tesla, he could not
devote time to the Hyperloop’s
development.
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Twitter
 Musk joined the social media service

Twitter in 2009, and, as @elonmusk,
he became one of the most popular
accounts on the site, with more than
85 million followers as of 2022. He
expressed reservations about Tesla’s
being publicly traded, and in August
2018 he made a series of tweets
about taking the company private at
a value of $420 per share, noting
that he had “secured funding.” (The
value of $420 was seen as a joking
reference to April 20, a day
celebrated by devotees of cannabis.)
The following month the U.S.
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) sued Musk for
securities fraud, alleging that the
tweets were “false and misleading.”
Shortly thereafter Tesla’s board
rejected the SEC’s proposed
settlement, reportedly because Musk
had threatened to resign. However,
the news sent Tesla stock
plummeting, and a harsher deal was
ultimately accepted. Its terms
included Musk’s stepping down as
chairman for three years, though he
was allowed to continue as CEO; his
tweets were to be preapproved by
Tesla lawyers, and fines of $20
million for both Tesla and Musk were
levied.

Musk was critical of Twitter’s
commitment to principles of free
speech, in light of the company’s
content-moderation policies. Early in
April 2022, Twitter’s filings with the
SEC disclosed that Musk had bought
more than 9 percent of the company.
Shortly thereafter Twitter
announced that Musk would join the
company’s board, but Musk decided
against that and made a bid for the
entire company, at a value of $54.20
a share, for $44 billion. Twitter’s
board accepted the deal, which
would make him sole owner of the
company. Musk stated that his plans
for the company included
“enhancing the product with new
features, making the algorithms
open source to increase trust,
defeating the spam bots, and
authenticating all humans.” In July
2022 Musk announced that he was
withdrawing his bid, stating that
Twitter had not provided sufficient
information about bot accounts and
claiming that the company was in
“material breach of multiple
provisions” of the purchase
agreement. Bret Taylor, the chair of
Twitter’s board of directors,
responded by saying that the
company was “committed to closing
the transaction on the price and
terms agreed upon with Mr. Musk.”
Twitter sued Musk to force him to
buy the company. In September
2022, Twitter’s shareholders voted
to accept Musk’s offer. Facing a legal
battle, Musk ultimately proceeded
with the deal, and it was completed in
October.
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Jeff Bezos
American entrepreneur

Date of born January 12, 1964Summary 
Jeff Bezos , byname of Jeffrey
Preston Bezos, (born January 12,
1964, Albuquerque, New Mexico,
U.S.), American entrepreneur who
played a key role in the growth of
e-commerceas the founder and
chief executive officer of
Amazon.com, Inc., an online
merchant of books and later of a
wide variety of products. Under his
guidance, Amazon became the
largest retailer on the World Wide
Web and the model for Internet
sales.
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Early life and career

While still in high school, Bezos
developed the Dream Institute, a
centre that promoted creative
thinking in young students. After
graduating (1986) summa cum
laude from Princeton University
with degrees in electrical
engineering and computer
science, he undertook a series of
jobs before joining the New York
investment bank D.E. Shaw &
Co. in 1990. Soon named senior
vice president—the firm’s
youngest—Bezos was in charge
of examining the investment
possibilities of the Internet. Its
enormous potential—Web
usage was growing by more
than 2,000 percent a year—
sparked his entrepreneurial
imagination. In 1994 he quit D.E.
Shaw and moved to Seattle,
Washington, to open a virtual
bookstore. Working out of his
garage with a handful of
employees, Bezos began
developing the software for the
site. Named after the South
American river, Amazon sold its
first book in July 1995.

Amazon.com

Amazon quickly became the
leader in e-commerce. Open 24
hours a day, the site was user-
friendly, encouraging browsers
to post their own reviews of
books and offering discounts,
personalized recommendations,
and searches for out-of-print
books. In June 1998 it began
selling CDs, and later that year it
added videos. In 1999 Bezos
added auctions to the site and
invested in other virtual stores.
The success of Amazon
encouraged other retailers,
including major book chains, to
establish online stores.
As more companies battled for
Internet dollars, Bezos saw the
need to diversify, and by 2005
Amazon offered a vast array of
products, including consumer
electronics, apparel, and
hardware. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/high-school
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Princeton-University
https://www.britannica.com/science/computer-science
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-York-state
https://www.britannica.com/topic/investment-bank
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/vice
https://www.britannica.com/topic/investment
https://www.britannica.com/place/Seattle-Washington
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/invested


Amazon diversified even further in
2006 by introducing Amazon Web
Services(AWS), a cloud-computing
service that eventually became the
largest such service in the world. In late
2007 Amazon released a new
handheld reading device called the
Kindle, a digital book reader with
wireless Internet connectivity, enabling
customers to purchase, download,
read, and store a vast selection of
books on demand. Amazon
announced in 2010 that sales of Kindle
books had surpassed those of
hardcover books. That same year
Amazon moved into making its own
television shows and movies with its
Amazon Studios division. Amazon’s
yearly net sales increased from
$510,000 in 1995 to some $600 million
in 1998 and from more than $19.1 billion
in 2008 to almost $233 billion in 2018.
About half of the company’s operating
income in 2018 was derived from
AWS. Two years later Amazon
registered record profits, and its
revenue in the fourth quarter that year
surpassed $100 billion for the first time.
The unprecedented numbers were, in
part, caused by a rise in home
shopping during the COVID-19
pandemic.
In February 2021 Bezos announced
that he would be stepping down as
CEO later that year. However, he
planned to remain at Amazon as
executive chairman.

Other activities
Aside from Amazon, Bezos founded a
spaceflight company, Blue Origin, in
2000. Blue Origin bought a launch
site in Texas soon thereafter and
planned to introduce a crewed
suborbital spacecraft, New Shepard,
in 2018 and an orbital launch vehicle,
New Glenn, in 2020. Bezos bought
The Washington Post and affiliated
publications for $250 million in 2013.
Bezos’s net worth was calculated in
2018 at $112 billion, making him the
richest person in the world.

Personal life
In 1993 Bezos married Mackenzie
Tuttle, whom he had met at D.E. Shaw.
The couple announced in January
2019 that they were divorcing, and the
following day the National Enquirer
printed a story revealing that Bezos
was having an affair with another
woman. Bezos subsequently launched
an investigation into how the tabloid
had obtained his private text
messages. Then, in February, he
posted a lengthy essay online in which
he accused officials at American
Media Inc. (AMI), the parent company
of the Enquirer, of “extortion and
bribery” for suggesting that they
would release nude photographs of
Bezos if he did not stop his inquiry,
amid other demands. The Bezos-led
investigation later alleged that his
lover’s brother had leaked the texts.
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Indra Nooyi
American business executive

Date of born October 28, 1955Summary 

Indra Nooyi, (born October 28,
1955, Madras[now Chennai],
India), Indian-born American
businesswoman who was
instrumental in the lucrative
restructuring and diversification
of soft-drink manufacturer
PepsiCo, Inc.’s brands. Nooyi
served as the company’s CEO
(2006–18) and chairman of the
board (2007–19).

Nooyi earned a bachelor’s degree
in chemistry from Madras
Christian College in 1976 and a
master’s degree in business
administration from the Indian
Institute of Management in
Calcutta two years later. After
moving to the United States, she
received an additional master’s
degree in public and private
management from the Yale
School of Management in 1980.
For the next six years, Nooyi
worked as a consultant for the
Boston Consulting Group. 
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She later held executive positions at
Motorola, Inc., and the engineering
firm Asea Brown Boveri (now ABB).
In 1994 Nooyi joined PepsiCo as
senior vicepresident of corporate
strategy and development. In 2001
she was named president and chief
financial officer of the company.
Nooyi was responsible for guiding a
major restructuring, which included
the company’s spin-off of its
restaurants—which included KFC,
Pizza Hut, and Taco Bell—into Tricon
Global Restaurants (which later
became Yum! Brands, Inc.), as well as
the spin-off of PepsiCo’s bottling
operations. In addition, she oversaw
the acquisition (1998) of Tropicana
Products and a merger in 2001 with
the Quaker Oats Co. as part of the
company’s strategy of diversifying
into more healthful drinks and foods.

Nooyi assumed the title of CEO in
October 2006 and the next year
became chairman of the board as
well. The fifth chairman and CEO in
PepsiCo’s 42-year history, Nooyi was
the first woman to lead the soft-drink
and snack-food giant and one of only
11 female chief executives of Fortune
500 companies. Although analysts
expressed surprise at the timing of
Nooyi’s appointment as chairman
(her predecessor, Steven Reinemund,
had served just five years before
abruptly deciding to retire), many
praised the skills that she would bring
to the job. Nooyi continued the
strategy of making PepsiCo a well-
balanced consumer-products
company that was less reliant on
sales of its flagship soft drinks. She
also aggressively pursued
international expansion. Under her
leadership, PepsiCo’s revenues
increased from $35 billion in 2006 to
$63.5 billion in 2017. The following
year it was announced that Nooyi
would be stepping down as CEO in
October and as chairman of the
board in early 2019.

Nooyi’s memoir, My Life in Full: Work,
Family, and Our Future, was
published in 2021.
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E D I T O R I A L

Each of our contacts is free to
communicate their opinions and
suggestions to us through the
communication channels available on our
website.  Our team intends to introduce
young artists and brains along with
prominent and well-known people of the
past.  Many of these people are drowned in
today's glamorous world or are ignored for
various reasons.  This quarterly belongs to
all artists and brains.

Francesco Baraz

Francesco Baraz
Chief Editor

Summer, 2022
 Francesco Baraz, Summer, 2022
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